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THE CURRENT GLOBAL HIV SITUATION

*HIV continues to be a major global public health issue, having claimed almost 33
million lives so far. However, with increasing access to effective HIV prevention,
diagnosis, treatment and care, including for opportunistic infections, HIV infection has
become a manageable chronic health condition, enabling people living with HIV to lead
long and healthy lives.

*There were an estimated 38.0 million people living with HIV at the end of 2019.

lobally, 25.4 million people living with HIV were receiving ART in 2019. This equates to a
global ART coverage rate of 67%. However, more efforts are needed to scale up treatment,
particularly for children and adolescents. Only 53% of children were receiving ART at the end
of 2019.

Faith Based Organisations and facilities have contributed towards this achievement by
providing the testing and treatment.



ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE CONTROL OF HIV

By June 2020, 26 million people were accessing antiretroviral therapy, marking a 2.4%
increase from an estimate of 25.4 million at the end of 2019. By comparison, treatment
coverage increased by an estimated 4.8% between January and June of 2019.

At the end of 2019, an estimated 81% of people living with HIV knew their status. 67% were
receiving antiretroviral therapy (ART) and 59% had achieved suppression of the HIV virus with
isk of infecting others; about 27 million adolescent boys and men in east and southern
Afrjca had received prevention services including VMMC.

Between 2000 and 2019, new HIV infections fell by 39% and HIV-related deaths fell by 51%,
with 15.3 million lives saved due to ART. This achievement was the result of great efforts by
national HIV programmes supported by civil society including faith based facilities and
international development partners.

IN\these achievements are sustained the target of Ending AIDS by 2030 is visible



IMPACT OF COVID 19

= The number of new people starting treatment is far below expectation due to the reduction in HI'V-
testing and treatment initiation and ARYV disruptions that occurred during the COVID-19
pandemic. By end 2020, testing and treatment rates showed steady but variable recovery.

®» West African countries experienced immense disruptions in health care systems. Liberia, Guinea,
Sierra Leone experienced 50% disruption of health services that led to increased Malaria,
HIV/AIDS, and Tuberculosis mortality rates.

here was increased cases of gender based violence and unwanted pregnancies among adolescent
girls who were out of schools as well among couples during the lockdowns and curfews.

There was reduced uptake of health care as result of anxiety and fear which affected all other
health issues.

Our organisation for example is supporting persons affected with psychsocial support.

Government should ensure that the gains achieved in controlling HIV should not be lost as a result
of Covid 19 or any other pandemic.



RELIGIOUS SCRIPTURES ON IMMIGRANTS

The Bible consistently spells out that it is the responsibility of the citizen to ensure that the
Immigrant, the stranger, the refugee, is respected, welcomed and cared for. It is what God
wants us to do, but it also recognizes that we too were immigrants — and immigrants we
remain. “Like my forebears, | am an alien, resident with you,” says Psalm 39.

THE QURAN SAYS "And if anyone of the disbelievers seeks your protection, then grant him

protection so that he may hear the word of Allah, and then escort him to where he will be
secure. (Surah 9:6)

Asylum should be provided without discriminating between

free persons and those who are enslaved,

between rich and poor, men and women,

Muslims and non-Muslims.

The Holy Qur'an, which states that: *He who emigrates in the path of God will find frequent
refuge and abundance” [4: 97-99]. ‘Migration may be necessary if one’s life or beliefs are
threatened and the Qur'an requires that the faithful also follow any agreements and treaties
that they have signed on the rights of refugees [5:1].




EQUITY IN HEALTH CARE AMONG DIFFERENT
POPULATIONS

» MIGRANT COMMUNITIES ARE HIGHLY VULNERABLE AND UNLESS THEY ARE PROVIDED
EQUITABLE CARE IN HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND SECURITY THEY MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE
INCREASED DISEASE BURDEN TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES.

» MARGINALISED POPULATIONS IN THE ARID AREAS AND OTHER MOST AT RISK POPULATIONS
MUST BE PROVIDED WITH CARE SUITABLE TO THEIR NEEDS

» FAITH BASED COMMUNITIES AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS ARE INVOLVED IN PROVIDING
SUPPORT TO THE REFUGEE CAMPS AND TO MIGRANTS WHO STAY OUTSIDE THE CAMPS

» ADOLESCENT AND YOUNG PEOPLE PROVIDED WITH FRIENDLY REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH WILL
GO ALONG WAY IN PREVENTION OF UNWANTED PREGNANCIES SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
INFECTIONS AND HIV.

» FAITH COMMUNITIES HAVE CONTINUED TO PROVIDE THE SERVISES BUT WILL NEED MORE
SUPPORT TO SUSTAIN THE SERVICES




FAITH SECTOR AS A COMMUNICATION LINK

= THE FAITH SECTOR HAS AN IMPORTANT ROLE NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT GENERALLY.

= THEY THE LINK WITH THE COMMUNITY THROUGH THEIR
CONGREGATION. AMONG MUSLIMS UP TO FIVE TIMES A DAY AND
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS AMONG THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
OTHERS EG HINDUS etc.

= THEIR MESSAGE IS ACCEPTED AND PROVIDE EASY ACCESS TO
COMMUNITY

= USE OF SCRIPTURE FACILITITATES EASY ADVOCACY
= PROVIDE SPIRITUAL PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT WHEN NECESSARY




CONCLUSION

FAITH COMMUNITIES AND LEADERS HAVE THE CAPACITY

AND STRONG CONNECTION WITH DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES INCLUDING

THE VULNERABLE GROUPS AS WELL AS MOST AT RISK POPULATIONS AND

WILL CONTINUE PROVIDING THE NECESSARY EQUITABLE RESPONSE IN
MANAGEMENT CONTROL AND PREVENTION OF HIV

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOVERNMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS TO
ACHIEVE

THE INTENDED TARGET OF ENDING AIDS BY 2030



ROLE OF FAITH SECTOR IN HIV CONTROL

Across the countries, the faith sector has been involved in HIV prevention,
freatment, care and support efforts.

On prevention the sector has contributed to the promotion of premarital chastity,

marital fidelity and delayed sexual debut which have contributed to reduction in
the number of sexual partners.

Faith groups have addressed the challenge of stigma and denial which catalyzes
transmission of HIV. (Stigma is a chief reason why the AIDS epidemic continues to
devastate societies around the world” Banki Moon)

Interreligious councils have provided a strong partnership in service provision

All these ultimately leads to reduction in HIV transmission
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